| Eight restaurant patios worth
waiting for.

BY TORI WOODS

atingoutside alwaysbeatsdiningindoors.

Butdiningalfrescoin Cleveland —where
we get 17 minutes of decent weather a year
—is anunparalleled delight. Mother Karma
repaysus for the soul-numbing crumminess
of winter with exquisite (however brief)
summers, and fortunately, many ofthe city’s
best restaurants have thoughtfully provided
patios on which to sample their fare. So

| when the hostess asks; tell her you'll wait

a little longer for that table in the sun. And
remember your Coppertone,

b
LOPEZ SOUTHWESTERN FOOD CLUB
A spot where the food is spicy and the
tequila flows like water (if water made
you dance on bars), this popular Cleve-
land Heights eatery is the place to be in
the warm months. Gorgeous mosaic-style
patio tables abound in bright reds, blues,
and yellows, and strands of lights crisscross

in squares overhead. The whole patio is
surrounded by a tall iron fence, with trees
and the occasional cactus completing the
charming decor of this cozy enclave. Try
to grab a spot early on Tuesday, when the
margaritas are half off. And don't forget to
eat: There are plenty of summery flayorsto
whet your appetite — from citrus tospice,
on everything from seafood to pork to veg-
gie options. Try the lobster enchiladas for
$18.50, 2196 Lee Road, Cleveland Heights,
216-932-9000, wwiw.lopezonlee.com.

THE HARP

It's one of the places to be on St. Paddy’s
Day. But the beautiful patio at the Harp
makes any summer eveningjustas fun. The
spacious patio is situated on the north side
of the restaurant, offering a panorama of
Lake Erie and the downtown skyline justto
the east. The solid beer selection — heavy
on the imports, of course — is joined by a
diverse menu of traditional Irish fare and
eclectic American eats, like lobster pierogi
($16.25) and BBQ meatloaf ($11.99). But if
you're feeling authentic, order one of the
Harp's famous boxties ($11.29 - $13.99)
and a black & tan, and take in one of the
best views around. 4408 Detroit Avenue,
216-939-0200, www.the-harp.com.

SOUTH SIDE

South Side has one of the most happen-
ing — and huge — patios around. It's an
indoor/outdoorcombo, and at1,000 square
feet, there's room for everyone. By night,
you'll find the hip set swilling brews, but
at happy hour, lunch, and dinner, the
patio belongs to those who hunger for
reasonably priced, solid American fare.
A wide-ranging menu of seafood, steaks,
pastas, and more — including the legendary
chicken and waffles (§8.50) — isserved up
here. For the ultimate in luxury, the Kobe
burger ($10.50) is out of this world. 2207
W, 11th Street, 216-937-2288, www.south-
sidecleveland.com.

SAUCY BISTRO

This chic Westlake eatery is all warm tones
and elegance inside. Butstep out onto the
patio, and you'll have every bit as much
fun eating as the chef clearly has serving
up your dinner. An outdoor bar makes
refills dangerously easy, and the place gets
hopping, especially on weekend nights, as
diners turn into lingering barflies, tennis
bracelets a-sparklin’, But to prep for all
that vino, try any of the always-fresh sea-
food offerings, especially the cornmeal-
crusted tilapia, served with lobsterrisotto,
green beans, and lemon-thyme beurre
blanc ($20).24481 Detroit Road, Westlake,
440-835-3559, www.saucybistro.com.

MOMOCHO

The modern Mexican fare served up at this
Ohio City spotis hot — so hot; in fact, that
a bit of breeze seems like just the thing to
cool you down. A nice Mexican cerveza
goes a long way too, and fortunately Mo-

mocho offers both. Filled with wrought-
iron tables and chairs, and surrounded
by twinkle lights and pots of flowers, the
patio here is an urban oasis — ealm and
tranquil, the perfectplace toinhalethe best
guacamole we've found (particularly the
blue-crab and goat-cheese options). For
the ultimate summer pairing — seafood
and citrus — consider the tuna taquitos,
filled with seared tuna and blood-orange-
jalapefio mermelada. Also check out the
§40 per person Tequila Dinners held on
Wednesdays, and be sure you make a res-
ervation. 1835 Fulton Road, 216-694-2122,
www.momocho.com.

JOHN Q'S STEAKHOUSE

For almost 30 years, John Qs has been a
cornerstone of the Cleveland dining scene.
Legendary for big cuts of meat that are
even bigger on flavor, it's fitting that they
have a large patio. Seatingup to 65 people,
there’s room to spare — and that’s good
news for everyone who enjoys alfresco
dining with perfect views of Public Square.
Dotted with flower boxes, this pretty patio
is perfect for hinch or dinner for a special
event, or maybe before a game (the classic
Cleveland sports decor will help get you
pre-pumped). Try the 12-ounce black-
pepper strip steak ($32.95) or, if you're
Joe Thomas, the 24-ounce porterhouse
for $42.95. 55 Public Square, 216-861-0900,
wwwi.johngssteakhouse.conn.

FIRE

The lushly treed and eminently walkable
Shaker Square is one of our favorite ‘hoods.
And Fire, one of our favorite restaurants
in town, boasts an intimate, airy patio that
seats 3 5 and plays host to a casual, diverse,
unpretentious, but sophisticated crowd.
The fresh air is the perfect complement to
the fresh-from-the-farm food served atFire,
including the strawberry, cucumber, and
goat-chee se shlad in a minted lime vinai-
grette (39), and tandoor-roasted meats and
seafood. 13220 Shaker Square, 216-921-3473,
www.firefoodanddrink.com.

THREE BIRDS

The patio at Three Birds is like a secretgar-
den. Set back from the bustle of busy De-
troit Avenue, the outdoor space iswrapped
in luscious foliage, with twinkling fairy

. lights creating a romantic air. The brick-

paved patio is the perfect place for dates
or outings with friends to linger over a
finely crafted dessert or an after-dinner
cocktail or three. The seasonal menuis al-
ways changing, but should include surefire
starters like the citrus crab cakes with tar-
ragon aioli, shaved fennel salad, and blood
oranges ($12). We always seem to have
room for dessert — it's hard not to, when
items like honey goat-cheese cheesecake
with candied almonds, honey-poached
pear, fig compote, and Ohio honey drizzle
($7) are there for the devouring, 18515
Detroit Road, Lakewood, 216- 221-3500,
www. 3birdsrestaurant.com.
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In the heart of the Heights' bustling Cedar-

Fairmount'hood, a calm and tranquil patio
awaits. It's a courtyard-style patio, hidden

away from traffic and noise, and br
cutout fleur-de-lis patterns. Metal signs

with booze brands adorn its walls, and
course, the inventive and extensive list of

topped with a cinnamon blend. 2448
Fairmount Boulevard, Cleveland Heights,

216-229-9463, www.thefairmount.net.

ROCKY RIVER BREWING COMPANY
The multiple levels of this wooden bar and
on the Quote of the Day chalkboard — all

the while enjoying delicious microbrews.
is the Summer Solstice Weiss Bier, There

are specials every Tuesday through Sunday,
including our fave, Thursday’s Big Ass Beer

Night, where 23-ounce beers are yours for

the chuggin'. 21290 Center Ridge I

River, 440-895-2739.
there are real trees! — and enjoy the huge

Sure, the faux tree inside the baris jaunty.
patio at this Tremont hot spot. Abundant,

Our pick, for seasonality and deliciousness
But step outside into the fresh air

patrons and barkeeps — and vie for a spot

white-chocolate martini, with Smirnoff
Vanilla, Godiva White, and Frangelico,

soccer moms; both enjoy the more than
40 microbrews as well as the 30 wines by

a couple of generous pours of vino. The

what youw’re really there for: knock-your-
crowd ranges from (

FAIRMOUNT MARTINI & WINE BAR
it’s surrounded by trees, with an outdoor
stone-topped bar, Just in case you forget

Because drinking inside is so lust month,
BY TORI WOODS
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